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GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 
AGENDA FOR THE FACULTY SENATE MEETING 

NOVEMBER 7, 2012 
Robinson Hall B113,  3:00  - 4:15 p.m. 

 
I.          Call to Order 
  
II.        Approval of the Minutes of October 10, 2012 
  
III.       Announcements 

Rector Clemente to address the Faculty Senate 
 

IV.       New Business - Committee Reports 

             A.  Senate Standing Committees  

Executive Committee 

Academic Policies 
Approval of Academic Calendar    Attachment A 
Catalog Revisions on Residency Requirements   Attachment B 
 
Budget & Resources 

Faculty Matters 
 
Nominations  
David Kuebrich (CHSS) is nominated to serve on the External Academic Relations 
Committee 
 
Organization & Operations 

 
             B. Other Committees/Faculty Representatives 

Faculty Handbook Revision Committee   Attachment C 

Academic Initiatives Committee    Attachment D 
Report Regarding the Undergraduate Dual Degree Program with Moscow State University 
 

VI.        Other New Business 

Mission, Vision and Values Committee – Peter Pober, Chair 

 
VII.       Remarks for the Good of the General Faculty 

VIII.     Adjournment  
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ATTACHMENT A 
George Mason University  

Three Year Calendar: Fall 2014 – Spring 2017 
FALL SEMESTER Fall 2014 Fall 2015 Fall 2016 

First day of classes Mon Aug 25 Mon Aug 31 Mon Aug 29 

Labor Day (University closed) Mon Sept 1 Mon Sept 7 Mon Sept 5 

Last Day to Add (Census) Tues Sept 2 Tues Sept 8 Tues Sept 6 

Last Day to Drop Fri Sept 26 Fri Oct 2 Fri Sept 30 

Saturday Classes in session Sat Oct 11 Sat Oct 10 Sat Oct 8 

Columbus Day Recess Mon Oct 13 Mon Oct 12 Mon Oct 10 

Mon classes meet instead of Tues classes 
this day only Tues Oct 14 Tues Oct 13 Tues Oct 11 

Mid-term evaluation period for full-semester 
100-200 level classes Mon Sept 22 – Fri Oct 17 Mon Sept 28 – Fri Oct 23 Mon Sept 26 – Fri Oct 21 

Selective Withdrawal Period – 
undergraduate Mon Sept 29 – Fri Oct 24 Mon Oct 5 – Fri Oct 30 Mon Oct 3 – Fri Oct 28 

Thanksgiving  
(No classes Wed; Recess Thurs - Sun) Wed Nov 26 - Sun Nov 30 Wed Nov 25 – Sun Nov 29 Wed Nov 23 – Sun Nov 27 

Dissertation/Thesis Deadline Fri Dec 5 Fri Dec 11 Fri Dec 9 

Last Day of Class Sat Dec 6 Sat Dec 12 Sat Dec 10 

Reading Day(s) Mon Dec 8 – Tues Dec 9 Not Scheduled Mon Dec 12 

Examination Period Wed Dec 10 – Wed Dec 17 Mon Dec 14 –Mon Dec 21 Tues Dec 13-Tues Dec 20 

Winter Degree Date Thu, Dec 18 Tues Dec 22 Thu Dec 21 

SPRING SEMESTER Spring 2015 Spring 2016 Spring 2017 

January 1 Day of Week Thursday Friday Sunday 

MLK Day - (no classes) Mon Jan 19 Mon Jan 18 Mon Jan 16 

First Day of Spring Classes Tues Jan 20 Tues Jan 19 Mon Jan 23 

Last Day to Add (Census) Tues Jan 27 Tues Jan 26  Tues Jan 31 

Last Day to Drop Fri Feb 20 Fri Feb 19 Fri Feb 24 

Saturday Classes in session Sat Mar 7 Sat Mar 5 Sat Mar 11 

Spring Recess Mon Mar 9 - Sun Mar 15 Mon Mar 7 – Sun Mar 13 Mon Mar 13 – Sun Mar 19 

Mid-term evaluation period for full-semester 
100-200 level classes Mon Feb 16 - Fri Mar 20 Mon Feb 15 - Fri Mar 18 Mon Feb 20 - Fri Mar 24 

Selective Withdrawal Period – 
undergraduate Mon Feb 23 – Fri Mar 27 Mon Feb 22 – Fri Mar 25 Mon Feb 27 – Fri Mar 31 

Dissertation/Thesis Deadline Fri May 1 Fri April 29 Fri May 5 

Last Day of Class Mon May 4 Mon May 2 Sat May 6 

Reading Day(s)  Tues May 5 Tues May 3 Mon May 8 – Tues May 9 

Examination Period  Wed May 6 – Wed May 13 Wed May 4 – Wed May 11 Wed May 10 – Wed May 17 

Commencement  Sat May 16 Sat May 14 Sat May 20 

Summer Term Dates Mon May 18 – Fri Aug 7 Mon May 16 – Fri Aug 5 Mon May 22 – Fri Aug 11 

Approved by Faculty Senate:  TBD, SUBMITTED TO SENATE FOR CONSIDERATION FALL 2012 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Academic Policies - Undergraduate Policies - Requirements for 
Undergraduate Program - Residency 
Current: 

Residency. At least one-fourth of the total credits applied to the degree must be completed at Mason and 
include at least 12 upper-level credits (courses numbered 300 or above) in the major program. A 
maximum of 18 credits earned in non-degree status at Mason can be applied toward a bachelor’s degree. 

 

Proposed change (in bold): 

Residency. At least one-fourth of the total credits applied to the degree (minimum of 30 credits) must 
be taken in degree status, after admission to the degree program and include at least 12 upper-level 
credits (courses numbered 300 or above) in the major program. A maximum of 18 credits earned in non-
degree status at Mason can be applied toward a bachelor’s degree. 

 

Undergraduate Admissions Policy – Transfer Credit 
Current: 

A minimum of 30 credits must be completed in residence at Mason and 45 credits of upper-level course 
work must be completed to qualify for graduation. While lower-level courses taken at previously attended 
institutions may meet the content requirement of some upper-level courses, they do not reduce the 45-
credit upper-level requirement, and courses from other institutions do not reduce the 30-credit residency 
requirement. 

 

Proposed change (in bold): 

A minimum of 30 Mason credits must be completed in residence (all taken in degree status after 
admission to the degree program) at Mason, and 45 credits of upper-level course work must be 
completed to qualify for graduation. While lower-level courses taken at previously attended institutions 
may meet the content requirement of some upper-level courses, they do not reduce the 45-credit upper-
level requirement, and courses from other institutions do not reduce the 30-credit residency requirement. 
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Requirements for Undergraduate Programs – Admissions – Second 
Bachelor’s Degree 
Current: 

A second bachelor’s degree may be earned, either concurrently or sequentially. To graduate with two 
degrees, students must present at least 30 Mason credits beyond those required by either degree alone. For 
sequential awarding of degrees, students must be readmitted for the second degree through the Office of 
Admissions and complete a minimum of 30 credit hours after that point to have fulfilled the residency 
requirement for that degree. 

 

Proposed Change: 

A second bachelor’s degree may be earned, either concurrently or sequentially. To graduate with two 
degrees, students must present at least 30 Mason credits (all taken in degree status after admission to 
the second degree program) beyond those required by either degree alone. For sequential awarding of 
degrees, students must be readmitted for the second degree through the Office of Admissions and 
complete a minimum of 30 credit hours after that point to have fulfilled the residency requirement for that 
degree. 
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ATTACHMENT C 

Agenda item from the Faculty Handbook Revision Committee 

for the Faculty Senate meeting, 

NOVEMBER 7, 2012 

 

Members of the Faculty Senate, in anticipation of a Provost search committee being formed in the near 
future, have requested a revision to Section 1.2.5

Although in the past few years the proposed revisions to the Faculty Handbook have been presented and 
considered as one package at a Special Meeting in the Spring semester, this year the committee is 
submitting a proposal for consideration at the November 7, 2012 Faculty Senate meeting. If the revision 
is approved by the Faculty Senate, it will be submitted to the Board of Visitors for its approval at their 
Dec. 5th meeting. 

 to insure greater faculty participation in the search 
committee for the Provost, as well as the President.  

Faculty Handbook Revision Committee:  

 Lloyd Cohen (LAW), Kevin Curtin (COS), Suzanne Slayden (COS, Chair). 

 

 

Proposed Revisions to Faculty Handbook Section 1.2.5 
 

Left Side:  2012 Handbook Text with proposed revisions. New text is underlined and deleted text 

appears with strike through.  

Right Side:  Handbook as it will appear if the changes on the left side are approved. 

 

Motion:  

That the Faculty Senate approve the proposed changes to the Faculty Handbook 
Section 1.2.5 with no further revisions at this time other than those necessary to 
correct typographical and grammatical errors.  

 

[Note: A motion to "refer to the Faculty Handbook Committee with instructions" is in order.] 
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ATTACHMENT D 
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