Rationale
Developing dual degree programs (at the undergraduate level specifically) would have to add many more additional credits if the current catalog language focuses on concentrations across degrees rather than within degrees. The updated version of this policy makes it clear that concentration courses overlapping between two separate degree programs is fine as long as each degree program has at least 18 credits that are unique to that degree program, but that that you can't have two concentrations in the same major that are overlapping so much that there aren't 12 unique credits for each concentration (within that major).

AP.4.2.1 Definitions of Degree Components
· Degree program, major, or field: A program of study that normally requires at least 30 credits of coursework. The primary program name (degree and major as well as any concentrations) appears on the diploma for bachelor's and master's degrees. Only the degree name appears for doctoral degrees. An undergraduate who desires to graduate with a BA, BS, or BSEd degree in two or more subjects must meet the requirements for the major in each subject. For each major, at least 18 credits used to fulfill its requirements must be applied only to that major, i.e., cannot be used to fulfill the requirements of a concentration, minor, undergraduate certificate, or another major. For policies on graduate degrees, refer to AP.6 of the University Catalog.
· [bookmark: _Hlk217026846]Concentration: A second-order component of a degree or certificate program. At the undergraduate level, concentrations are approved by the Undergraduate Council and consists of at least 12 hours that are not applied to any other concentration in the same degree or certificate program or major. At the graduate level, cConcentrations are approved by the Undergraduate Council at the undergraduate level or by the Graduate Council and consist of at least 12 hours that are not applied to any other George Mason concentration (whether in the same degree or certificate program or in a different degree or certificate program). at the graduate level.
· Certificate: A program of study, distinct from a degree program, that requires at least 15 unique undergraduate or 12-24 graduate credits. For each undergraduate certificate, at least 15 credits used to fulfill its requirements cannot be used to fulfill the requirements of a major, concentration, minor, or another undergraduate certificate. The name of a completed certificate program appears on the transcript after the conferral of an undergraduate degree. Certificates and certificate concentrations are approved by the Undergraduate Council at the undergraduate level or by the Graduate Council at the graduate level. For policies on graduate certificates, refer to AP.6 of the University Catalog.
· Minor: A complement to a bachelor's degree program or major normally requiring at least 15 credits in a field other than the student's major. Of the courses presented for a minor, at least 8 credits must be applied only to that minor and may not be used to fulfill requirements of the student's major, concentration, an undergraduate certificate, or another minor. When coursework for a minor is used to fulfill a component of a major, only those credits in excess of the 30 required for a major may be applied to the requirement for unique credits.
